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graduate of the POST Command College and
holds an Executive Certificate from California
Peace Officers Standards and Training.

My close friendship with Chief Johansen
began in tragedy. He provided strength and
courage to his officers, staff and families after
a masked gunman charged into a hotel room
during a training session and murdered two of
his officers. His example helped sustain a
shocked and grieving community. Gary’s re-
tirement to his home in Bend, Oregon, will
leave a grateful community in his debt.
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IN RECOGNITION OF EARTH DAY
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OF WISCONSIN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 22, 1998

Mr. KIND. Mr. Speaker, today, we celebrate
Earth Day. From its humble grass-roots begin-
ning, Earth Day has grown to an international
event. Events are planned in all 50 states and
in the continents of Africa, Asia, Europe and
North and South America.

Proudly, my home state of Wisconsin can
claim some credit for this worthwhile event.
Former Governor, U.S. Senator and Earth Day
founder Gaylord Nelson championed environ-
mental issues during his 18 years in Washing-
ton. Of all Senator Nelson achievements, he
will always be remembered for his progressive
environmental record.

In 1963, Senator Nelson urged then-Presi-
dent John F. Kennedy to give national visibility
to the importance of protecting the environ-
ment by taking a nationwide conservation tour.
At every stop he would spell out, in dramatic
fashion, the serious and deteriorating condition
of our environment and discuss a comprehen-
sive agenda to begin to address the problem.
No President had ever made such a tour.
While Earth Day was still seven years off,
President Kennedy’s conservation tour awoke
the nation’s attention to this issue.

After 28 years, Senator Nelson and other
environmental advocates of his day may be
proud of what Earth Day has grown to be-
come. Since the first Earth Day celebration,
this country has passed a number of important
environmental measures—the Clean Air Act,
the Clean Water Act, the Endangered Species
Act, Conservation Reserve Program to name
just a few. Thousands of acres of wetlands
have also been restored and nearly extinct
species have been saved. Wisconsin can
clearly see the positive effect of these impor-
tant laws every time we enjoy the beauty of
the Mississippi River and its tributaries.

As a nation and a world, we must not rest
on our past achievements. In the next 35
years, America’s population is expected to
grow from approximately 266 million people to
nearly 350 million. This growth brings develop-
ment which may encroach upon many of the
environmental accomplishments we have at-
tained. With new found freedom and economic
prosperity, many other nations of the world
also project increased populations and envi-
ronmental concerns as their industrial bases
expand.

As members of Congress, we have a re-
sponsibility to ensure the protection of our en-
vironmental resources. I urge all my col-
leagues, Democrats and Republicans alike, to
remember the efforts of Senator Nelson and

others of his generation by joining me in pass-
ing legislation that protects the nation’s and
world’s natural resources.
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Mr. WELLER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor the 150th Anniversary of the Illinois &
Michigan Canal. At its 150th birthday, the I&M
Canal is one of the best-kept secrets of Amer-
ican history. In 1848, when the I&M Canal
connected the Great Lakes and the Mis-
sissippi, it created a water highway between
New York harbor and the Gulf of Mexico. The
Canal opened the floodgates to an influx of
new commodities, new people, and new ideas.
The I&M, and the railroad and highway lines
that soon paralleled its connection between
Chicago and LaSalle, became the great pas-
sageway to the American West. At a stroke,
the opening of the I&M Canal gave Illinois the
key to mastery of the American mid-continent.

The dream of the canal had animated every
vision and underlaid every plan for Illinois for
200 years before. As it was being built, the
Canal’s commissioners laid out a canal port
called Chicago that would grow into a great
metropolis. Creative Illinois investors patented
new agricultural and industrial machines that
would make this the richest economic zone
the world had ever seen. That people from all
over the world flocked to the region, lending
their intelligence and their muscle to building
the most populous inland American state, and
Chicago the greatest city of the American
heartland, is directly traceable to the 97-mile
canal that linked the Great Lakes to the Illinois
and Mississippi rivers.

The Illinois & Michigan Canal did not do the
whole job by itself. But it started the ball roll-
ing. In the wake of the canal, Chicago got its
first street plan, attracted its first generation of
merchants, created its board of trade and sys-
tem of commodities trading. The railroads
would complete the work, but only on the
basis of what was pioneered by the canal.

In 1984, Congress recognized the I&M Ca-
nal’s historic significance and future potential
by designating the nations’ first Heritage Cor-
ridor. Private citizens, business and govern-
ment leaders are cooperating in unprece-
dented park, trail, and historic preservation
projects. After years of economic decline, the
newly revitalized Canal Corridor is now be-
coming a splendid living history museum of
American enterprise, technological invention,
ethnic diversity, and cultural creativity. The
I&M Canal’s mix of open space conservation,
historic preservation and economic develop-
ment is fast becoming a national model for re-
gional planning and tourism promotion. The
heritage of the I&M Canal is becoming a cata-
lyst for Northern Illinois’ future economic
health and an inspiration for future genera-
tions.
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Mr. BARRETT of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, I
would like to take a moment to recognize a
historic day for the city of Milwaukee and its
thousands of Irish-American residents.

Tomorrow, April 23, several officials who ne-
gotiated the ground-breaking Northern Ireland
peace accord will be in the Common Council
Room at Milwaukee’s City Hall. The news con-
ference is a precursor to the officials’ partici-
pation in the ninth annual University of Wis-
consin-Milwaukee George F. Kennan Forum in
International Affairs. This year’s forum, entitled
‘‘Prospects for Peace in Northern Ireland,’’
was arranged long before the peace talks re-
ported progress this spring and culminated in
the Good Friday Agreement peace accords
announced on April 10.

The officials attending the UWM Forum on
International Affairs include: W. David Trimble,
leader of the Ulster Unionist Party; Anthony
Cary, counsellor political at the British Em-
bassy in Washington, D.C.; and Irish Consul
General Frank Sheridan of Chicago. Other
confirmed speakers include Bronagh Hinds, of
the Northern Ireland Women’s Coalition of Bel-
fast; Mitchell McLaughlin, Head, Island Wide
Sinn Fein Organization of Belfast; Bridd Rod-
gers, Chairperson of the SDLP Negotiations
Team.

The Good Friday Agreement ended twenty-
one months of grueling talks and tense nego-
tiations and one last 32-hour marathon ses-
sion between Northern Ireland’s political lead-
ers. The settlement plan offers a hope for
peace among sectarian groups that have
waged a war of terrorism against each other
for nearly thirty years.

Under the settlement plan, self-rule would
be restored to Northern Ireland for the first
time in 26 years and new institutions would be
created to provide the minority Catholics with
a greater voice and to meet the majority
Protestant wishes that Northern Ireland remain
a part of Britain. The settlement plan also calls
for the strengthening of relations between
Northern Ireland and the Irish Republic.

Although some factions have voiced opposi-
tion to the settlement plan, the hope for peace
continues to grow as the May 22 referendum
date approaches. On that day, the people of
both Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ire-
land will have the opportunity to vote for
peace.

I think President Clinton said it best when
he said ‘‘After a thirty year winter of sectarian
violence, Northern Ireland today has the prom-
ise of a springtime of peace.’’

Milwaukee has long participated in the prac-
tice of healing and developing understanding
among Irish youth. Since 1980, Milwaukee
area families have participated in The Ulster
Project, which brings Catholic and Protestant
teen-agers between 14 and 16 years of age,
at no cost, to the United States to live with
Catholic and Protestant families with children
of the same age. The Belfast teens, nomi-
nated by church and school officials in North-
ern Ireland, are selected for participation
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